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Mayor Chuck Reed Releases March Budget Message 

 
San José Mayor Chuck Reed will present his annual March Budget Message to the City 
Council at Tuesday’s Council meeting, with a vote by the full Council scheduled for March 
24. With Silicon Valley reeling from the impacts of the current recession, the City of San 
José faces a $61 million shortfall in the fiscal year that begins July 1, 2009. 
 
“While San José will receive funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to 
repave streets, help the homeless, put police officers on the beat, and invest in energy 
efficiency, we cannot count on stimulus funds to solve our budget shortfall,” Mayor Reed 
said. “We must make tough decisions so that we don’t make our fiscal problems worse in 
the years ahead.” 
 
The Mayor’s budget message calls for the City to: 

• Continue to make progress on the goal of adding 100 police officers by 2012. 
• Preserve funding for school crossing guards. 
• Invest in economic development opportunities, especially in emerging industries 

such as clean technology, which will create jobs and build the City’s tax base. 
• Invest in projects that will save the City operating expenses over the long-term, 

such as switching to energy efficient LED streetlights or installing clean energy 
on City facilities. Many of these projects have the potential to receive ARRA 
stimulus funding from the federal government. 

• Reach out to the community to build support should the opportunity to bring 
baseball to San José arise. 

Mayor Reed’s budget message was developed following a Community Budget Process that 
has been implemented since he took office, fulfills commitments to transparency and fiscal 
responsibility in budgeting and recommendations outlined in his Reed Reforms. The 
process included a scientific community survey on budget priorities and priority-setting 
sessions with neighborhood leaders and members of the City Council. Reed is 
recommending that meetings on the proposed budget be held in every City Council district 
again this year, allowing residents opportunity to get involved in the process. 
 
With the City facing the likelihood of eliminating services and jobs, Mayor Reed called on 
residents and City employees to share ideas for closing the $61 million budget gap. “In 
these tough times, we all need to work together,” Mayor Reed said. “The City Council and 
I are looking for innovative ideas that will allow us to solve this shortfall with the least 
impact on our residents, businesses, and employees.” 
 
Mayor Reed’s March Budget Message can be found online: www.sanJoséca.gov/mayor.  
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